
Since June of this year, there 
have been several happenings 
with direct impacts on the gay 
community of Jamaica. These 
include the ghastly murder of 
Brian Williamson, one of Ja-
maica’s most vocal gay rights 
activists; the murder of another 
gay man in the second city of 
Montego Bay; and yet another 
set of gay men who were chased 
from their home and beaten, al-
legedly by antigay dancehall art-
ist Buju Banton and his masses. 
On the positive side, however, 
the U.K.-based gay rights organi-
sation OutRage! successfully 
lobbied to have Beenie Man, an-
other antigay dancehall artist, 
questioned by the Metropolitan 
Police of London regarding the 
incitement of violence against 
homosexuals through his music.  
All these happenings have trig-
gered much publicity across Ja-
maica, and radio and television 
talk shows have sought to pre-
sent arguments from the gay 
community and the dancehall 
industry. But the gay community 

seems to have dodged much of 
the attention. Recent efforts by 
Television of Jamaica (TVJ) to 
host a panel of homosexuals on 
the Sunday program Mantalk as 
well as on its morning program 
Smile Jamaica to discuss the real 
effects of dancehall music proved 
difficult. Few members of the 
GLBT community participate in 
any activity that may educate the 
general public about the serious-
ness of discrimination on the ba-
sis of sexual orientation.  
While The Star is proudly an-
nouncing that the gay community 
has been silenced due to infor-
mation being revealed in the Wil-
liamson murder trial, the involve-
ment of the community to secure 
its own rights continues to dwin-
dle. In a chat with a member of 
the lesbian community, it was 
hinted that many members of the 
community are not willing to 
speak out because of the threat 
to personal, social and economic 
security. But is fear the only fac-
tor?  
While many Jamaicans are not 

proud of their homosexuality and 
do not wish to associate with 
other homosexuals outside the 
privacy of their dwelling, others 
have grown overly complacent in 
the comfort of their secure circle 
of friends. “It is this lack of sup-
port that is hurting the gay com-
munity here in Jamaica,” our 
source said. “We live in fear, 
hope for a change and yet still 
we don’t support any program 
whatsoever to make these 
changes happen.”  
According to the counsel of a gay 
rights advocate based in the U.
S., gay Jamaicans need to take 
charge of the fate of the gay 
community. The push for change 
has to come from local people.  
Whether equality before Jamai-
can law becomes a reality for the 
homosexual community of Ja-
maica remains uncertain, but this 
possibility has no chance without 
the involvement and cooperative 
efforts of the people who are fac-
ing the severe antigay reality. 

TURNING A BLIND EYE  

A LETTER TO THE PRIME MINISTER 
A letter addressed to the prime 
minister of Jamaica, the Most Hon. 
P.J. Patterson, has been sent off 
by a contributor to this newsletter 
in response to the rampant disre-
gard for the civil rights of the ho-
mosexual community of Jamaica. 
A similar letter was also mailed to 
the Most Hon. Edward Seaga, 

leader of the opposition Jamaica 
Labour Party. The main objective 
of the letters is to remind both 
leaders that they have a respon-
sibility to ensure that every citi-
zen in Jamaica is protected from 
discrimination by Jamaican laws. 
Two years ago, the government 
passed the Charter of Rights and 

Freedoms Bill defining the rights 
and freedoms of all Jamaican 
citizens. The new bill, however, 
failed to include sexual orienta-
tion as part of its non-
discrimination clause, despite the 
efforts of the Jamaica Forum for 
Lesbians, All-Sexuals and Gays 
(JFLAG) to have it included. 
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BACK-TO-SCHOOL 
DRIVE 

You can help make a  
difference. Get involved. 

 
We are accepting exercise books, 
pencils, pens, school bags, and 
other school supplies.  
 
CONTACT US FOR MORE INFO. 

“battybuoy head fi pluck out” - Beenie Man  

HELP STOP THE HATE!   

SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY! 

 

Get a copy of this monthly 
newsletter delivered directly to 

you 
 
 
 

Contact us for more information 
 

876-864-1856 
hotnessnews@hotmail.com 

Contribution: $20.00  



After consulting a few leading 
members of the gay community, 
three churches were recom-
mended based on the fact that 
their teachings don’t discriminate 
and that they have gay members. 
These were the Universal Centre 
of Truth, Unity Church and Tem-
ple of Light, all located in King-
ston. Of these, only the Temple 
of Light agreed to speak to Hot-
ness! on the topic. The others 
promised to return my repeated 
calls but never did. Based on that 
lack of integrity, we can’t recom-

mend them, but we can recom-
mend Temple of Light. One of 
the ministers, the Reverend John 
Scott, welcomed Hotness! to the 
temple and granted us a lengthy 
interview. He explained that the 
Temple of Light employs the 
teachings of an organisation 
called Religious Science, devel-
oped by Dr. Ernest Holmes in the 
United States during the 1920s. 
Dr. Holmes developed a philoso-
phy called Science of Mind, so 
named because it employs meth-
ods for spiritual development that 

are scientifically verifiable. The 
core of this philosophy is that 
thoughts have power and that if 
you change your thoughts, you 
can change your life. Support for 
this idea can be found in many 
spiritual texts from religions 
around the world, and indeed, 
these are used to supplement the 
primary text used by the temple, 
the Science of Mind Textbook. 
According to Scott, Science of 
Mind is totally inclusive of all relig-
ions and people. It takes no posi-
tion on any issue, instead believ-

the Londonderry-based Rainbow 
Project, the situation is getting 
more and more vicious and it is 
feared that it is just a matter of 
time before the live of a gay man 
may be compromised as a result 
of the discriminatory attitude of 
the police in investigating and 
pressing charges against hate 
crime felons.   
To further complicate the recent 
spate of homophobic attacks, 
many gay men are complaining 
that the police are showing very 
little or no regard at all as far as 

A record number of violent at-
tacks on gay men have been 
reported across Northern Ireland 
since the start of the year accord-
ing to a report issued by local 
authorities. For the period ending 
July 2004, there have been a 
total of 17 reported cases of gay 
bashing, with a record high of 
eight such attacks occurring over 
the months of April and May. 
This figure indicates a massive 
increase when compared to a 
total of 17 attacks for the whole 
of 2003. In a statement issued by 
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Are there any churches in Jamaica that welcome gay members without trying to change their sexual orientation? 
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HOMOPHOBIC ATTACKS SOAR ACROSS NORTHERN IRELAND 

derstand the makeup of the en-
tire anal/rectal area. Since this 
part of the anatomy belongs to 
the digestive system and is used 
primarily for bodily evacuation, 
there are many muscles and 
nerve endings in and around the 
anal opening and inside the rec-
tum. One of these muscles, 
which play an intricate role during 
anal stimulation, is the sphincter 
muscle, two of which surround 
the opening of the anus. The 
inner sphincter in controlled by 
the involuntary side of the brain, 
which regulates the functions of 
organs like the heart. The outer 

sphincter is controlled by the cen-
tral nervous system, as are the 
muscles in our legs, for instance. 
While we can control the tensing 
and relaxing of the outer sphinc-
ter, the inner sphincter responds 
to any fear or anxiety experienced 
during anal sex, which will cause 
this muscle to tense up involuntar-
ily even if the receptive partner is 
trying to relax. This, of course, will 
affect the comfort and sensation 
levels of anal stimulation.  
To improve the comfort and safety 
of anal stimulation, the receptive 
partner may try to learn voluntary 
control over his or her (since both 
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ANAL EROTICISM  & YOUR HEALTH   
Even though there’s a universal 
belief among physicians that anal 
sex, particularly anal intercourse, 
will eventually cause some physi-
cal harm to the individual, re-
search done by a San Francisco-
based sex therapist and re-
searcher has taken a new ap-
proach to anal eroticism and the 
health of those who practise it.  
In his book, titled Anal Pleasure 
and Health, Jack Morin, Ph.D., 
outlines several measures to 
take to safely practise and enjoy 
whatever form of anal sex one 
prefers. The first stage in the 
enjoyment of anal sex is to un-
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ing that people must develop an 
individual moral code based on 
their own relationship with their 
creator. As a result of this philoso-
phy, the temple makes no judg-
ments of anyone’s sexuality and 
welcomes all to services and 
classes. To learn more about the 
Temple of Light, attend one of its 
Sunday services at 9 AM, 4-6 Fair-
way Avenue, Kingston 6, or call 
927-6145. 
 
[Email your question to hotness-
news@hotmail.com]  

ously. In another attack, a gay man 
was bitten on the face, requiring a 
total of five stitches. A suspect was 
later arrested and released pend-
ing police investigation.  
The Chief Constable of the Police 
Service of Northern Ireland, Hugh 
Orde, has pledged a crack down 
on the rising number of homopho-
bic attacks, which was later rein-
forced by the assistant Chief Con-
stable, Judith Gillespie.  

investigating these crimes and 
pressing charges against the as-
sailants. In May of this year, Kris-
tian Markus, a 26-year-old Belfast 
advertising agency manager, and 
his companion were attacked and 
beaten shortly after they left a gay 
bar. Although Markus was able to 
identify the gangs by the clothing 
they wore, the Police claimed this 
was not strong evidence to make 
any arrests or to detain anyone 
for questioning. This prompted 
Markus to believe that the police 
was not treating the crime seri-

men and women practise anal 
stimulation) inner anal sphincter 
muscle to relax it whenever re-
quired. This can be done by insert-
ing a finger, a dildo or any other 
comfortable instrument and feeling 
the inner sphincter muscle on a 
regular basis. The walls of the rec-
tum produce a small amount of 
mucus, but this is not enough lubri-
cation for anal penetrations, so it is 
important to use a good, water-
based lubrication during any form 
of anal stimulation. 


